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The syllabus and other information related to the course will be available through the university blackboard system http://courseware.ku.edu/. Announcements related to the course will be posted here as well, so be sure to check in regularly.

Course Overview

This course is an introduction to urban public policy and metropolitan politics. The first part of the course examines U.S. urban policy in the context of intergovernmental relations, highlighting the ways in which local governments are interdependent with one another, their states, and the federal government. The second part of the course examines the consequences of residential location, disparities in public services among jurisdictions, and how life opportunities are shaped by where one lives. The last part of the course examines the development incentives of local governments and explores alternatives to government for addressing urban human service needs.
Required Texts 
 These two books are required. Both are available in the KU Bookstore
Political Change in the Metropolis, 8th edition by Harrigan and Vogel (2007). Pearson Longman Press.

Issues for Debate in Urban Public Policy, (2004). Washington, DC: CQ Press.

 Additional reading materials that pertain to the weekly topics are listed by date. These readings will be available via the university blackboard system: http://courseware.ku.edu/
Grading

Mid-term exam                                              20%

Final exam   



           20%

Topic presentation


           15%

Two Short Papers 
 
                       20% 

Contribution to class discussions
           15%

It is PUAD department policy to issue only whole grades (no plusses or minuses). The following grading scale is used: 100-90=A; 89-80=B; 79-70=C; 69-60=D; 59 and below=F. Final course grades will be determined by the cumulative total of the weighted averages listed above. 
Assignments

Preparation for class as evidenced by participation in discussion– Class meets only once per week, so you are expected to attend every class period. Missing more than two classes will have an adverse effect on your participation grade. We will have discussions each class session that relate to the reading material, so missing class will cause you to miss out on an important of the educational experience. Attendance will be taken each time we meet and students should come prepared to discuss reading materials and to participate in discussion and exercises. It should be obvious to me based on class discussions that you have read the assigned materials.
Exams – There will be two exams covering the material from the required readings, lectures, and in-class discussions. Exams will be in-class and short answer/essay. I will provide you with a study guide one week prior to the exams to help you focus on what to study. Make-up exams will be given at the discretion of the instructor, and only for compelling reasons.

Topic Presentation – In the second week of class, I will assign each student a presentation topic. The topics will be assigned on a random basis and will correspond to a particular date and subject we are discussing in class that evening. Students may wish to consult with the instructor prior to preparing their presentation for guidance and suggestions on supplementary materials to draw upon. The presentation is worth 15% of your final grade, and therefore it is expected that students will put considerable effort into preparing their presentations. Students should plan to present material for 10-15 minutes on the topic they are assigned. We will have three students present each evening. I will allow some time in class for students to coordinate their presentations if they wish to do so.
Short Papers – You are required to submit papers (3-4 pages). One will be on the “state of your city,” due on March 27th, and the other will be on “crafting an urban agenda,” due on May 8th.  Papers are required to be double-spaced, one-inch margins, and 12 point font. More detailed information on the requirements for each assignment will be distributed in the next few weeks.
Academic Misconduct

Cheating, plagiarism and all other forms of academic dishonesty or misconduct are unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Incidents of such will be addressed according the university policy and procedures. 

The following is Article II, Section 6 of the University Senate Rules and Regulations, revised August 2004. 

· 2.6.1 Academic misconduct by a student shall include, but not be limited to, disruption of classes; threatening an instructor or fellow student in an academic setting; giving or receiving of unauthorized aid on examinations or in the preparation of notebooks, themes, reports or other assignments; knowingly misrepresenting the source of any academic work; unauthorized changing of grades; unauthorized use of University approvals or forging of signatures; falsification of research results; plagiarizing of another's work; violation of regulations or ethical codes for the treatment of human and animal subjects; or otherwise acting dishonestly in research.
Miscellaneous
Due dates should be taken seriously. Assignments that are turned in late will be marked down one letter grade unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor. 

A grade of “I” will be issued only under extraordinary circumstances and the vast majority of course assignments have been completed.

Week 1:
Urban Public Policy & Metropolitan Politics

1/23:

Course Overview and Introductions

Week 2:
American Cities in the 21st Century 
1/30:

Chapter 1 & 2, Harrigan and Vogel
Week 3:
Urban Policy in Intergovernmental Context: The Federal Role in Urban 


Policy
2/6 

Chapter 11, Harrigan and Vogel


Issue for Debate, “Disaster Preparedness”

Week 4:
Urban Policy in Intergovernmental Context: Regionalism, Metropolitan Government, and Interlocal Relations
2/13

Chapter 9 &10, Harrigan and Vogel



Student Presentations Begin

Week 5:
Urban Governance Structures: Political and Reform Institutions
2/20

Chapter 4, Harrigan and Vogel


Svara, Jim. 1999. “The Shifting Boundary between Elected Officials and City 



Managers in Large Council-Manager Cities.” Public Administration Review, 59-1 
Week 6:
Race and Ethnicity in Urban America
2/27

Chapters 3, Harrigan and Vogel


Issue for Debate, “Race in America”

Week 7:
Cities as Places of Opportunity: Politics of Racial and Social Change

3/6

Chapter 5, Harrigan and Vogel 




Issue for Debate, “Latinos’ Future”

Week 8:
MID TERM EXAM (3/13)
Week 9:
SPRING BREAK
3/20

Class cancelled for spring break
Week 10: 
Service Delivery: Improving Efficiency 
3/27

Issue for Debate, “Evaluating Head Start”
Issue for Debate, “Port Security”
Short paper due: “state of your city”

Week 11:
Suburbia and Sprawl
4/3

Chapter 8, Harrigan and Vogel

*Issue for Debate, “Smart Growth”

*For those who have already read this case the alternative reading will be:

Gordon P. and H. Richardson. “Prove It: The Costs and Benefits of Sprawl.” Brookings Review, Fall 1998

Week 12:
Urban Economic Development: Approaches to Growth
4/10

Chapter 6, Harrigan and Vogel


*Issue for Debate, “Big Box Stores”
*For those who have already read this case the alternative reading will be:

Issue for Debate, “Minimum Wage Laws”
Week 13:
 Community Power and Leadership
4/17

 Chapter 7, Harrigan and Vogel


Issue for Debate, “Property Rights”
Week 14:
CLASS CANCELLED
4/24 

No class due to instructor’s participation in Urban Affairs Conference
Week 15:
Responses to Urban Poverty: Government and Nonprofit Interventions
5/1

Salamon, Ch. 2 “Of Market Failure, Government Failure, and Third Party

Government,” in Partners in Public Service


Issue for Debate, “Upward Mobility”

Week 16:
The Future of U.S. Urban Policy
5/8

Chapter 12, Harrigan and Vogel
Issue for Debate, “Rebuilding New Orleans”
Short paper due: “crafting an urban agenda”
Week 17:
FINAL EXAM (5/15)
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